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Fourth Supplementary Article.
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»If some one, coveting another’s burial ground which brings
good luck (to the offspring), has fraudulently dug up a grave of
ancient date, and the descendants of that dead person lodge a
complaint against him with the magistrates , who, on investigating the
case, find incontestable proofs of the crime, the perpetrator thereof
shall be condemned to strangulation in accordance with the funda-
mental law against opening coffins and rendering visible the corpses
therein contained, and be imprisoned until his sentence has been
confirmed by the higher authorities (See the first fundamental article).

»Should there, however, be no offspring of that dead persom,
or no incontestable proofs exist that the old grave is really that of
some person of former times, and it should appear that ‘people, on
seeing a burial performed in a place where there was a heap of
earth, have pretended without good reasons that it was a grave of
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a remote ancestor of theirs, bringing with them bad folks of the same
sort as themselves to lodge a complaint in concert with them and to
bear witness with them, for the purpose of plunging innocent folks
into grief and trouble — in such a case, after the truth has been
properly ascertained, the chief culprits shall be sentenced according
to the law which provides for cases of false accusation against others
when the sentence of death has not yet been executed, that is to
say, they shall be punished with one hundred blows with the long
stick and transportation for life to a distance of 8000 miles . And
their accomplices shall each be sentenced in accordance with the law
which contains provisos against accomplices in false complaints.

»But, if -the grave be really that of a remote ancestor of the
party concerned, and this ancestor has been dug up by others and
another corpse fraudulently buried in his place, '— it then this
second coffin be dug up (by the original owners of the grave) and
cast away, they shall be punished with sixty blows with the long
stick, in accordance with the law against sons or grandsons who,
should their grandparents or parents be killed, do not enter a
complaint with the authorities, but, taking the law into their own
hands, slay the murderer. [77 a0

»Should the parties who have buried the corpse in a fraudulent
manner not have unearthed the old corpse or done any damage to
the same, but simply performed the burial in the immediate prox-
imity of the tumulus, then the original owners shall, if they have
dug out the second corpse without authorisation, be senteneed accord-
ing to the fandamental law which provides against those who, when
a person is found dead within the precincts of a place, do not
inform the magistrates thereof, but arbitrarily transfer the corpse
to another spot (sixth fundamental art.). And if thereafter the corpse
or the skeleton be mutilated (by others), or cast away, they shall
be sentenced according to the fundamental law which provides
against those who, when a person is found dead within the
precincts of a place, transfer the corpse to another spot, in con-
sequence of which it is mutilated or cast away (see the sixth
fundamental art.).

»If the fraudulent burial has not been performed in a burial ground
but simply in a field, meadow or garden, and the owner of this
ground has dug up the grave, opened the coffin, and rendered the
corpse visible, he shall be condemned to strangulation, in accord-

1 Comp. Chapter 30 of the Code, § Sifi 4%
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» Whenever people have fraudulently buried a corpse — apart from
the cases when they have encroached upon the grave of another,
dug it up, opened the coffin, or rendered the corpse visible, for
which crimes they are to be punished according to the funda-
mental and supplementary articles — if then, after that burial has
been performed, the grave be dug up by the owner of the ground
and the corpse thrown away or mutilated, it shall not be taken
into consideration whether the buried corpse is that of a superior:
or senior family member (of the buriers) or an inferior or junior
relation of theirs, but to all of them the fundamental law shall be
applicable. which contains provisos against forcible appropriation of
grounds' which are reserved by the Government or belong to the
people (Comp. the fifth supplementary article), viz. one hundred
blows with the long stick shall be inflicted, followed by a lifelong
banishment to a country three thousand miles away.

»Should such a fraudulent burial have been performed in burial
ground which is owned by another, or in the close proximity of a
tumulus without incroaching upon the grave itself, then, in case
the owner of the ground has dug up the (new) grave and has acted
as above, the same law which demands transportation for life for
forcible approsriation of grounds shall be applicable (to the buriers),
but with 4 r@duction of one degree, so that the punishment shall
amount to 00€ hundred blows with the long stick and banishment
for three years.

»And if they had only fraudulently buried the dead in a field
or in an ordinary plot of ground, again the same law shall be
.applicable to them, but with a reduction of two degrees, so that
they shall aeceive ninety blows with the long stick and be banished
for two years and a half.

» Besides, (in each of these three cases) the family of the offenders
shall be enjoined to remove the remains within one month, and
if they do not do so, they shall be placed in the cangue, no more
to be released from it until the day on which the order is exe-
cuted. The geomancers and the advocates who have induced the
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culprits to perform the fraudulent burial, shall be punished together
with the chief offenders.





